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We welcome our duties under The Equality Act 2010 to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations in relation to the protected characteristics of all stakeholders including age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race; religion and belief, sex or sexual orientation.
We recognise the Public Sector Equality Duty to assess the impact of our policies and practices on staff and pupils and take action to remove any obstacles identified across all areas of school life, including Policies.
We believe that every person has a fair and equal opportunity to succeed, regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, ability or cultural or religious background, sexuality or disability. We embrace all aspects of global citizenship and community cohesion, promoting British Values throughout all aspects of school life, actively tackling prejudice or extreme views.
This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the well -being of all children and expects our staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
Yeadon Westfield Junior School is required to keep and process certain information about its staff members and pupils in accordance with its legal obligations under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The school may, from time to time, be required to share personal information about its staff or pupils with other organisations, mainly the LA, other schools and educational bodies, and potentially children’s services. This policy is written in line with our agreed policy for GDPR.
YEADON WESTFIELD JUNIOR SCHOOL ART POLICY
INTRODUCTION

This art policy describes our philosophy, that is, the aims and general procedures agreed among the staff. It gives information that helps teachers to bear in mind the principles on which their work will be based and why those principles are important.

· Art is all around us and is an element in every culture and society. The importance of teaching art therefore is necessary to provide children with the opportunity to experience and explore this aspect of life. Developing an understanding of the diverse roles and functions of art and design in the locality and the wider world.
· Art is a foundation subject that has the benefit of being both a standalone subject and a subject that enriches other areas of the curriculum.
· Through art in education seeds are sown that enable children to not only enjoy the study of art and exploration in the classroom but appreciate and enjoy art in their own leisure time. 

· Art allows self-expression in a way which makes it accessible to all children. 
RATIONALE

At Yeadon Westfield Junior School we believe that Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a special way of understanding and responding to the world and enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes. 

AIMS

Our aims in teaching art are that it contributes to the development of the whole child. It develops enquiring minds and encourages children to explore other people’s values, beliefs and ideas. It provides a way for all children to express themselves, regardless of academic abilities. Art is a subject that all children can gain success from. Effective art teaching contributes towards children’s education and development in many ways. 

Art develops desirable skills:

· To enable children to become visually literate and understand that art is a form of communication.

· To enable children to use a wide range of media to communicate ideas and feelings.

· To nurture and harness creativity and acquire and develop a range of skills and techniques.

· To develop children’s capacity for imaginative and original thought and to try out ideas without the fear of failing.

· To enable children through observation to learn about the world around them.

· To help children learn about the role of art, craft and design in their environment and take inspiration from it.

· To enable children to become independent in the planning and reviewing of their work.
· To enable children to develop their full potential confidently and independently through more complex activities with different resources.
Art teaching at Yeadon Westfield Junior School enables the children to become visually literate: to use and understand art as a form of communication. Art enables the children to respond thoughtfully and sensitively to visual images, artefacts and objects of many kinds and from different cultures. Adults will be used to support the work of individuals or small groups.
VALUES

Through art we strive to foster a range of positive attitudes:

· co-operation

· self-discipline

· self-confidence

· perseverance

· investigation

PROCEDURES AND PRACTICE
At Yeadon Westfield Junior School we plan for art across year groups in line with the National Curriculum Key Stage 2 for art and design:
· Drawing

· Painting

· Printing

· Sculpture and 3D

· Craft and Design

· Mixed Media

· Mastery of techniques

· Use of ICT
· Generating Ideas

· Evaluating 

· Knowledge of great artists, architects and designers in history
Key Stage Two

At Yeadon Westfield Junior School during key stage 2, art and design is about developing children's creativity and imagination by building on their knowledge, skills and understanding of materials and processes through providing more complex activities. Children's experiences help them to develop their understanding of the diverse roles and functions of art and design in the locality and in the wider world.

During each year six genres of art are taught, these are: drawing, painting, printing, collage, textiles and sculpture to include clay work. These areas are taught under the umbrella title of each topic. Children learn about great artists, architects and designers in history.
Children will have opportunities to:

1. Independently, in pairs and as a small group, develop a range of ideas which show curiosity, imagination and originality. 

2. Systematically investigate, research and test ideas and plans using sketchbooks and other appropriate approaches. 

(for instance, Sketchbooks will show in advance how work will be produced and how qualities of materials will be used.)
3. Independently take action to refine their technical and craft skills in order to improve their mastery of materials and techniques.

4. Independently select and effectively use relevant processes in order to create successful and finished work.

5. Provide a reasoned evaluation of both their own and professionals’ work which takes account of the starting points, intentions and context behind the work.
6. Know how to describe, interpret and explain the work, ideas and working practices of some significant artists, craftspeople, designers and architects taking account of the influence of the different historical, cultural and social contexts in which they worked. 
7. Know about the technical vocabulary and techniques for modifying the qualities of different materials and processes.
TEACHING AND LEARNING

At Yeadon Westfield Junior School we plan using a cross curricular approach with a topic through which many subjects are explored. Art is a hands-on activity that needs the teacher to be directly involved with the children in the lesson to set the task, to impart knowledge, to lead activities, to monitor and develop the children's progress, to encourage development and to ensure that each child reaches an appropriate standard.
1.  Long Term Planning

Long term plans are based on the main topic focus for the half term and will support/extend learning in this area through cross-curricular links. These plans also show that a range of great designers, artists and architects in history are studied and that a range of different art and design techniques are taught throughout KS2 to improve mastery of art and design.
2. Short Term Planning 

Class teachers are responsible for the planning and teaching of art supported by the art co-ordinator, specialist artists visiting school and off site visits. Units will start with study of pieces of work/examples of pattern etc. linked to designers, artists and architects. Children will use these as a starting point to develop and explore their own ideas on design and colour, exploring varied colours, materials and techniques before creating a final piece in the last lesson. Each child will create a sketch book to record their observations, ideas and techniques in art and design, using them to review and revisit ideas which will progress with them through their time at the school.

Time spent in the mastery of skills in art and design will be the equivalent of one hour per week. 

RESOURCES

Each classroom has an art stock (Appendix 1). Additional paints, paper, card, tissue & crepe paper and supplies are located centrally in Grassington supply cupboard. Glue sticks, pens and pencils are provided through office orders.

ICT is used to support art and design teaching where appropriate. Children use a variety of programmes to explore shape, colour, pattern and texture in their work. They collect digital video and still images on school equipment to record their work and observations as well as to manipulate images. Children can also use the internet to find out more about artists, designers and architects and for inspiration. 

Teacher resources and reference materials such as books and artefacts are kept in the resource room Grassington or in the curriculum stock cupboard.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES/SMSC
Equal Opportunities:

The planned use of art in the curriculum will enable all children to benefit from participation. There will be no barriers to access or opportunity based on race, sex, religion, culture, gender, ethnic group, ability, background, differences in ability and disabilities. Working towards equality of opportunity requires that teachers will treat all children as individuals with their own abilities, difficulties and attitudes plus ensure the avoidance of stereotyping when planning work or organising groups. All the teaching staff agree that when using reference materials, they should reflect social and cultural diversity and provide positive images of race, gender and disability.
Special Educational Needs:
As with all children, full access will be given to the use of art in the curriculum in accordance with statutory requirements and the schools Special Needs Policy. Support staff may be involved in supporting pupils with specific needs. This may be through direct supervision, support or through the provision of the appropriate resources/ materials and equipment. Tasks may be set that are: 
· Common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;

· Set in increasing difficulty where not all children complete all tasks;

· Grouped by ability and setting different tasks for each group;

· Providing a range of challenges with different resources;

· Using additional adults to support the work of individual children or small groups.

The effective use of Art encourages children to explore and develop techniques and knowledge it provides clear opportunities for differentiation and allows pupils with special educational needs and disabilities access to wider learning opportunities.
This policy has been written with reference to and in consideration of the school’s single equality policy statement.  Assessment will include consideration of issues identified by the involvement of disabled children, staff and parents and any information the school holds on disabled children, staff and parents.

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural:
Children have opportunities in art and design to:

· Consider their own attitudes and values in relation to images and artefacts and learn to challenge assumptions, stereotypes and prejudice in visual and other forms.

· Develop a respect for their own and others’ work and learn how to offer and receive constructive criticism. 

· Work within a group, learning to value different strengths and interests within that group.

· Develop a respect for the materials and resources used in their work.

· Value the natural and man-made environment, including the distinctiveness of their locality.

· Learn how to evaluate their own and others’ work by design, execution and use of materials.

The cross-curricular teaching structure provides a framework for teachers to implement the above. It will enable children of all abilities to develop their knowledge skills and understanding as they become independent learners.

ASSESSMENT
The purpose of assessment is to inform our weekly planning and ensure development of the children’s abilities. 
During each unit of work, staff complete a class assessment sheet based on generating ideas, making, evaluating and knowledge. These assessments highlight the lower achievers enabling them to be more closely monitored, and the higher achievers who can then be challenged.

Each child in school has a sketch book in which drawing activities take place. All children are encouraged to develop the habit of using these, primarily for developing ideas for their work and for working out ideas, plans and designs; but also, for recording, exploring and storing visual information which can be readily retrieved and used as reference. This progresses through school with the child, showing a development of their skills. There is also a record kept of 3D work which is photographed and put onto the school system. A central store of final exemplar pieces of work for each unit will be kept by the art co-ordinator. 
Art is also displayed throughout the school which plays a positive part in the appraisal of the art and design work in the school; this gives it value and reminds the children what has been achieved and enables them to share and talk about their work with others. As a form of real assessment, this gives the class teacher opportunities to focus on the different ways the children may have responded to the theme or starting point.  Thus, the public display of art and design (and other curriculum areas) of each year group is much more than just a way of making the school look attractive; it also demonstrates the sequence and development of what has been learnt throughout key stage 2.

MONITORING AND EVALUATION
There is an ongoing cycle of monitoring at Yeadon Westfield Junior School. The subject leader will be allocated a block of time during the academic year to undertake monitoring of the subject linked to whole school development priorities. This will focus on art teaching and learning and may include talking to the children and adults, planning and looking at evidence of children’s work in their sketchbooks, finished pieces of artwork and classroom displays. They ensure that the curriculum has been covered and that there are no gaps.

Results of this monitoring will inform the subject leader’s action plan. 

PARENT PARTNERSHIP
Yeadon Westfield Junior School believes parents can offer great benefits to art exploration with their children. We often ask parents to assist their children when entering art competitions and when art homework is set. Children exploring art and finished pieces can be seen on individual class pages on our school website. Parents are kept informed about art in school through reports to parents on their child’s effort in art and parents’ evenings.

ROLE OF THE SUBJECT LEADER
· Instigate the Art scheme of work.

· Develop, in conjunction with staff, a policy regarding art and design in school and review regularly.

· Act as consultant, advisor and in-service organiser.

· Review skills through in-service training and encourage staff to also attend such courses.

· Order and organise art resources.

· Monitor progress through the school, keeping a file of work exemplars for each unit of work. 

· Support colleagues in class where necessary.

· Keep up to date with developments in art education and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate.
· To regularly attend training for subject leaders held by the LA and feedback new information and ideas to staff.
ROLE OF STAFF
· To teach the correct use of resources and techniques.

· To supply a variety of materials which encourage experimentation, enjoyment and the development of ideas.

· To provide first-hand stimuli in a variety of forms and styles, including pictures, artefacts and natural objects.

· To encourage children to develop and explore their own skills and ideas.

· To support and encourage every child to meet their potential.

· To advise subject leader in advance of a topic any specific resources that are required or replacement equipment.
· To supervise children completing activities such as cutting with scissors or a paper-cutter and using glue guns safely.
OTHER DOCUMENTS AND APPENDICES
Appendix 1: Classroom art resources

REVIEW AND EVALUATION

This policy is to be reviewed and evaluated using the following criteria:

This policy was updated December 2025 and approved by the TLPS governor committee. It is due for review in December 2028 by the subject leader and governor with the responsibility for Art.  All staff will be involved with the review and evaluation of the policy and it will be presented to the school governing body.
Name of subject leader: Rebecca Whitaker
Name of subject governor: Kath Jennings
 Appendix 1

ART STOCK PER CLASSROOM

Annual provisions per class (additional items such as glue sticks, pens and pencils will be provided through office orders

·  Red/ blue/ yellow/ black/ white redimix poster paint bottles.

· Sets of mixing palettes

· Sturdy wide bottomed water pots

· Sets of sketching pencils

· Tins of watercolour paints

· 1 large pack of pencil crayons

· Chalk pastels

· Oil pastels

· Charcoal pencils/ sticks

· 1 set of class scissors and a class scissor block

· 1 large tub of PVA glue

· Selection of fine/ medium/ thick bristle brushes for powder/ poster paint

· Selection of fine/ medium/ thick soft hair brushes for watercolour paint
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