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We welcome our duties under The Equality Act 2010 to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations in relation to the protected characteristics of all stakeholders including age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion and belief, sex or sexual orientation.
We recognise the Public Sector Equality Duty to assess the impact of our policies and practices on staff and pupils and take action to remove any obstacles identified across all areas of school life, including Policies.
We believe that every person has a fair and equal opportunity to succeed, regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, ability or cultural or religious background, sexuality or disability. We embrace all aspects of global citizenship and community cohesion, promoting British Values throughout all aspects of school life, actively tackling prejudice or extreme views.
This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the well -being of all children and expects our staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
Yeadon Westfield Junior School is required to keep and process certain information about its staff members and pupils in accordance with its legal obligations under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The school may, from time to time, be required to share personal information about its staff or pupils with other organisations, mainly the LA, other schools, and educational bodies, and potentially children’s services. This policy is written in line with our agreed policy for GDPR.
Charging for School Activities

Purpose of Policy 

The purpose of this policy is to cover what the Governing Body of Yeadon Westfield Junior School may and may not charge for when activities take place either during or outside of school hours, including residential visits. The policy has been drawn up in accordance with Sections 449-462 of The Education Act 1996 which sets out the law regarding what charges can and cannot be made for activities in schools maintained by local authorities. 

Responsibilities

The Governing Body of the school are responsible for determining the content of this policy and the Head Teacher for implementation. 

Correspondence to Parents

The Governing Body will ensure that all correspondence to parents will inform them of:

· The educational purpose of the visit, its aims and objectives
· The organisational framework of visits, including contact telephone numbers for parents
· A financial best-value exercise is untaken for the most economic price for coaches/travel costs
· Voluntary contributions and remissions.

Circumstances where the School may charge Parents 

Charges may be made for:


Optional Extras
 
Charges may be made for other activities known as ‘optional extras’. Where an optional extra is being provided, a charge may be made for providing materials, books, instruments, or equipment as follows: 

 
· Board and lodging on residential visits (not to exceed the costs). 
· The proportionate costs for an individual child of activities wholly or mainly outside school hours (‘optional extras’) to meet the costs for the following; 

· Travel 
· Materials and equipment 
· Non- teaching staff costs
· Entrance fees 
· Supply teachers engaged purely for optional extras
· Insurance costs 

 
· Vocal and musical instrument tuition. 
· Any other education, transport or examinations where no further preparation has been provided by the school. 
· Any other education, transport or examination fee unless charges are specifically prohibited. 
· Breakages and replacements as a result of damages caused wilfully or negligently by pupils. 
· Extra-curricular activities and school clubs. 
· Any extended school activity 
· Any additional hours (greater than the statutory 15) deemed to be for childcare for 2 year olds. In accordance with the Education (Charges for Early Years Provision) Regulations 2012. 
· Damage/vandalism/loss to and of school property. 
· Community Use / Lettings. (Arrangements for the letting of school premises and charges are contained in the Letting Charges Policy). 
· Food technology ingredients 

Circumstances where no Charge is made 
The Governing Body of the School recognise that legislation prohibits charges for the following; 

· Education provided during school hours (including the supply of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment). 
· Education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of religious education. 
· An admission application to any state funded school. 
· Tuition for pupils learning to play musical instruments or vocal tuition if this is required as part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of religious education. 
· Education provided on any trip that takes place during school hours. 
· Education provided on any trip that takes place outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of religious education. 
· Supply teachers to cover for those teachers who are absent from school accompanying pupils on a residential trip. 
· Transporting registered pupils to or from the school premises, where the local education authority has a statutory obligation to provide transport. 
· Transporting registered pupils to other premises where the governing body or local education authority has arranged for pupils to be educated. 









Voluntary Contributions 

If the activity cannot be funded without a voluntary contribution, parents will be asked to contribute:
 
Although the law states that education provided during school hours must be free, music lessons are an exception to this rule. Charges will be made for instrument and vocal tuition, if parents have requested this. Charges may be made if the tuition is not part of the National Curriculum. 
Pupils who are looked after by the local authority will not be charged for these lessons. 
Pupils who are in receipt of the benefits outlined under remissions can request financial support. 
The cost of music lessons is £50 per term. 
Instrument hire is to be done by parents, with school being able to support getting these. 

Remissions 

Children whose parents are in receipt of the following support payments will, in addition to having a free school lunch entitlement, also be entitled to the remission of charges for board and lodging costs during residential school trips. The relevant support payments are; 
· Universal Credit in prescribed circumstances. (The Government plans to prescribe the circumstances when Universal Credit is fully rolled out.) 
· Income Support 
· Income Based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
· Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
· Child Tax Credit, where the parent is not entitled to Working Tax Credit and whose annual income (as assessed by HMRC) does not exceed £16190 for 2013-2014 (in respect of this item account will need to be taken of any revision to the amount) 
· Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
· An income related employment and support allowance (this benefit was introduced on 27 October 2008) 

Voluntary Contributions 

Parents will be invited to make a voluntary contribution for the following; 

· full cost of visit outside school both within and outside of school time 
· full cost of visitors/workshops to school both within and outside of school time.
 
The terms of any request made to parents will specify that it is a voluntary contribution and in no way represents a charge. In addition, the following will be made clear to parents; 

· that the contribution is genuinely voluntary and a parent is under no obligation to pay 
· that registered pupils at the school will not be treated differently according to whether or not their parents have made any contribution in response to the request 

The responsibility for determining the level of voluntary contribution and if the educational visit is financially viable, is delegated to the Head Teacher. If we do not receive sufficient funds to make the educational experience financially viable, it may be cancelled. 

School Meals 

The Governing Body will determine and publish annually the price to be charged for school meals and milk. Meals must be paid for in advance. Any debts over 2 weeks will be passed to Leeds City Council and pupils will be asked to bring a packed lunch.

Supplementary Information 

Uniform, P.E. Kit, Calculators, Pens etc. Aprons
 
Parents can be invited to equip their child with items of personal equipment intended to be used solely by their child. 

Breakages and Damage 

Where a pupils behaviour results in damage to school property or equipment, parents may be asked to pay for the necessary repair or replacement. Each incident should be dealt with on its own merit and at the Head Teacher’s discretion. 

The Governing Body may, from time to time, amend the categories of activity for which a charge may be made. 

Nothing in this policy statement precludes the Governing Body from inviting parents to make a voluntary contribution towards the cost of providing education for pupils. 
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