[image: image1.jpg]



Yeadon Westfield Junior School 

 Design Technology Policy

	Written in consultation with staff.

Design Technology Leader: Rebecca Whitaker
	December 2025

	Review date:
	December 2028

	Ratified Governors’ Committee:
	TLPS Spring 2026


We welcome our duties under The Equality Act 2010 to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations in relation to the protected characteristics of all stakeholders including age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race; religion and belief, sex or sexual orientation.
We recognise the Public Sector Equality Duty to assess the impact of our policies and practices on staff and pupils and take action to remove any obstacles identified across all areas of school life, including Policies.
We believe that every person has a fair and equal opportunity to succeed, regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, ability or cultural or religious background, sexuality or disability. We embrace all aspects of global citizenship and community cohesion, promoting British Values throughout all aspects of school life, actively tackling prejudice or extreme views.
This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the well -being of all children and expects our staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
Yeadon Westfield Junior School is required to keep and process certain information about its staff members and pupils in accordance with its legal obligations under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The school may, from time to time, be required to share personal information about its staff or pupils with other organisations, mainly the LA, other schools and educational bodies, and potentially children’s services. This policy is written in line with our agreed policy for GDPR.
YEADON WESTFIELD JUNIOR SCHOOL DT POLICY
INTRODUCTION
The following policy contains the principals, which are central to the teaching of Design and Technology (D.T.) at Yeadon Westfield Junior School.  It provides detailed information for teachers, parents, school governors and any other interested party on how the National Curriculum (N.C.) in Design and Technology is delivered.

Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and imagination, pupils design and make products and systems that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values individually and as part of a team, this encourages children to be autonomous and make positive changes to their quality of life. They acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such as mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art. Pupils learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. Through the evaluation of past and present design and technology, they develop a critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world and prepares them to to take part in the development of tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. High-quality design and technology education make an essential contribution to the creativity, culture, wealth and well-being of the nation.
AIMS
Regardless of gender, ethnic origin or ability, we specifically aim to ensure that all pupils:
· develop imaginative thinking in children and to enable them to talk about what they like and dislike when designing and making;

· talk about how things work, and to draw and model their ideas;

· select appropriate tools and techniques for making a product, whilst following safe procedures;

· explore attitudes towards the made world and how we live and work within it;

· develop an understanding of technological processes, products, and their manufacture, and their contribution to our society;

· foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making.
· develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks;
· confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world;
· build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users;
· critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others;
· understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook.
VALUES
This policy is based on our commitment to:

· Fairness

· Excellence

· Respectfulness
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

At Yeadon Westfield Junior School all children are encouraged to:

· Generate ideas through discussion and experimentation;
· Extend knowledge and understanding of a wide range of materials, including construction kits, textiles, food, wood, plastic, metals and reclaimed/junk materials;
· Work within groups and as individuals;
· Make use of drawings and models to communicate their ideas;
· Evaluate their work and identify strengths and weaknesses in a positive way;
· Experiment with simple components, mechanisms and structures;
· Learn about health and safety aspects when working with a variety of materials and tools;
· Consider risk to themselves and to others and build up a knowledge and understanding of the dangers inherent in certain products and tools;
· Experience design technology through off-site visits, where practicable, in order to see technology used in a real environment.

PROCEDURES AND PRACTICE
In Yeadon Westfield Junior School we plan for Design and Technology across year groups in line with the National Curriculum Key Stage 2 (Refer to Appendix 1)

· Design

· Make

· Evaluate

· Technical Knowledge
TEACHING AND LEARNING
Design and Technology is planned and taught using a cross-curricular approach during three half terms of each year group. Planning is the responsibility of the class teacher. It is linked into each year groups theme/topic for that half term where possible and the curriculum is broken down into a scheme of work isolating different skills and objectives that are to be taught within each term and year group. It is usually taught when Art is not and vice versa. The assessment grids and skills checklists identify the progression and sequence of key concepts in design technology. It is the class teachers responsibility to use the assessment grids and skills checklists to plan well sequenced lessons. Direct class teaching is used when appropriate to model good practise and pupil work in small groups. Teaching can be organised as a ‘blocked’ activity so that dedicated time is allocated to each project.
In planning, the delivery of the curriculum will be differentiated to allow for children of all abilities.

The pedagogy we use is three distinct methods:

1. Investigate, disassemble and evaluation activities.

2. Focused practical tasks

3. Design and make projects.

Children are taught in line with the 2014 National Curriculum (Refer to appendix 2 as an example).
Key Stage 2

At Yeadon Westfield Junior School during key stage 2 children work on their own and as part of a team on a range of designing and making activities. They think about what products are used for and the needs of the people who use them. They plan what has to be done and identify what works well and what could be improved in their own and other people’s designs. They draw on knowledge and understanding from other areas of the curriculum and use computers in a range of ways.

In Key Stage 2 children will:

· Develop knowledge, skills and understanding

· Use developing, planning and communicating ideas

· Gain a knowledge and understanding of materials and components

· Carry out focused practical tasks that develop a range of techniques, skills, processes and knowledge

· Design and make assignments using a range of materials, including electrical and mechanical components, food, mouldable materials, stiff and flexible sheet materials, and textiles

· Investigate and evaluate a range of familiar products, thinking about how they work, how they are used and the views of the people who use them

· Allow constructive conversation and language interaction between

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

At Yeadon Westfield Junior School children learn how to draw on a developing repertoire of skills and knowledge, which will include:

· Learning how to work independently and collaboratively

· Developing, planning and communicating ideas

· Working with tools, equipment, materials and components to make quality products

· Evaluating processes and products

· Developing knowledge and understanding of materials and components

· Learning the importance of health and safety

RESOURCES
A resource audit and purchase is carried out annually. Before new stock is ordered, teachers speak to the DT leader to request specific equipment. Resources are stored in the Grassington stock cupboard and are clearly labelled for each year group and each theme.

Children are encouraged to respect and care for their working environment, selecting, using, storing and returning their own materials and equipment tidily, safely and with regard to economy of use.
The ‘Projects on a page’ scheme of work, Kapow Primary Design and Technology scheme and the 2014 National Curriculum, are all used to form the schools’ own scheme of work.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES/SMSC
All children will be encouraged and helped to reach their full potential regardless of their race, colour, gender, learning needs or disability. This philosophy is reflected in Design and Technology, as it is in all areas of school life.

Design and Technology is a particularly good area to develop a sense of achievement and self-esteem in all children. We aim to give every child the opportunity to achieve success at his/her own level and provide activities, experiences and challenge which allow all children to achieve their full potential.

The design and technology curriculum will be differentiated according to the needs of the children.  If a child needs specialist equipment to access the curriculum, the school will source the appropriate equipment. Pupils who are lacking in confidence or have learning difficulties are often able to find areas of strength in DT, if dealt with in a sensitive way and given extra time and opportunities for development and performance.
If a child has an EHCP plan and is not able to access the curriculum at the same level as his/her peers, then provision will be made for the child to access the curriculum at their own level. 
ASSESSMENT
The purpose of assessment is to inform our weekly planning and ensure development of the children’s abilities. As a school, foundation subjects will use ‘I can…’ statements in planning and assessing work.

At the end of each unit, staff complete a class assessment sheet, as in other foundation subjects. This lists the objectives for that unit, highlighting the lower achievers, enabling them to be more closely monitored, and the higher achievers who can then be challenged.

In DT most of the work will be assessed by:

· observing children at work;


· listening to children;


· discussion with children;


· questioning children;


· considering and discussing the work produced, either written or oral and through self-assessment;


· recording images and videos onto iPads and uploading onto the school website.
This policy has been written with reference to and in consideration of the school’s single quality equality policy.  Assessment will include consideration of issues identified by the involvement of disabled children, staff and parents and any information the school holds on disabled children, staff and parents.

MONITORING AND EVALUATION
At Yeadon Westfield Junior School the monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in design and technology is the responsibility of the design and technology subject leader. The design and technology subject leader provides the SLT with information through reviewing planning and topic coverage termly and reviewing the progress towards the targets in the school improvement plan twice a year. Samples of work are photographed or collected to build a portfolio of work in design and technology to show examples of greater depth, working at expected standards and working towards levels of attainment for each unit of work covered in school. 
There is an ongoing cycle of monitoring at Yeadon Westfield Junior School. The subject leader will be allocated a block of time during the academic year to undertake monitoring of the subject linked to their subject action plan and, at times, the whole school development priorities. This will focus on Design and Technology teaching and learning and may include talking to the children and adults, planning and looking at evidence of children’s work in their books, finished pieces of Design and Technology work and classroom displays. Results of this monitoring will inform the subject leader’s action plan. 

PARENT PARTNERSHIP
Yeadon Westfield Junior School believes parents can offer great benefits to Design and Technology exploration with their children. Images of children designing and making during Design and Technology lessons and finished pieces can be seen on individual class pages on our school website. Parents are kept informed about Design and Technology in school through reports to parents on their child’s effort in Design and Technology and at Parents Evenings.
ROLE OF THE SUBJECT LEADER
The role of the Subject Leader is to:

· plan and instigate schemes of work to ensure progression and continuity through the school;
· monitor design and technology within the school e.g. through curriculum walks;

· ensure that design and technology maintains a strong profile within the school, through displays etc;


· encourage, advise and support staff in the development of activities and implementation of the scheme of work;


· update and review the Design and Technology policy;


· take responsibility for purchase and organisation of resources and ensure they are appropriate to the needs of the staff;
· audit resources regularly and take overall responsibility for equipment and resources;
· keep a portfolio for design and technology that will include photographs of children at work, curriculum walk reports, examples of planning and examples of children’ work;

· to monitor progress in Design and Technology and advise the Head Teacher on action needed;


· keep up-to-date with developments in Design and Technology education and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate.
HEALTH AND SAFETY

At Yeadon Westfield Junior School children will be given suitable instruction on the operation of all equipment before being allowed to work with it.

Children should be strictly supervised in their use of equipment at all times.

Children should be taught to respect the equipment they are using and to keep it stored safely while not in use.

Children should be taught to recognise and consider hazards and risks and to take action to control these risks, having followed simple instructions.

Food Hygiene

Children and staff will take care to undertake appropriate hand washing and other hygiene related activities prior to preparing food.

Children and staff working with food must wear aprons designated for cooking.

All jewellery should be removed, and hair tied back.

Glue Guns

At Yeadon Westfield Junior School low temperature glue guns should only be used by an adult in key stage one and EYFS, unless there is one-to-one supervision for a child.

Key stage two children should use low temperature glue guns under supervision in a designated work area, wearing safety goggles and heat resistant gloves.

Craft Knives

At Yeadon Westfield Junior School craft knives, quick cutters and rotary cutters should only be used by an adult/teacher in key stage one and the EYFS.

 Key stage two children may use cutting equipment under supervision, using a cutting mat and wearing safety goggles.

Sawing

At Yeadon Westfield Junior School bench hooks and clamps must be used when sawing any material. Safety goggles must be worn, and any loose items of clothing/hair must be tucked in.

OTHER DOCUMENTS AND APPENDICES
See Health and Safety Policy

See Safeguarding Policy
See DT long term plan overview
There is 1 appendix to this policy:

Appendix 1: National Curriculum Objectives
REVIEW AND EVALUATION
This policy is to be reviewed and evaluated using the following criteria:

•
Is the policy being used by all staff?

•
Is the information contained within it current?

•
Does the policy support the Design and Technology curriculum?

•
Are planning procedures adequate?

•
Are staff confident to teach the subject?

This policy was approved by the TLPS governor committee in February 2026. It is due for review in December 2025 by the subject leader and governor with the responsibility for Design and Technology.  All staff will be involved with the review and evaluation of the policy and it will be presented to the school governing body.
Name of subject leader: Rebecca Whitaker
Name of subject governor: Kath Jennings
Appendix 1
Design and Technology – Key Stage 2 National Curriculum subject content

Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of designing and making. They should work in a range of relevant contexts [for example, the home, school, leisure, culture, enterprise, industry and the wider environment].
When designing and making, pupils should be taught to: 
Design 
· use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups 
· generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and computer-aided design
Make 

· select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], accurately 
· select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities 
Evaluate 

· investigate and analyse a range of existing products 
· evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views of others to improve their work 
· understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have helped shape the world 
Technical knowledge 
· apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex structures 
· understand and use mechanical systems in their products [for example, gears, pulleys, cams, levers and linkages] 
· understand and use electrical systems in their products [for example, series circuits incorporating switches, bulbs, buzzers and motors] 
· apply their understanding of computing to program, monitor and control their products.
Cooking and nutrition 

As part of their work with food, pupils should be taught how to cook and apply the principles of nutrition and healthy eating. Instilling a love of cooking in pupils will also open a door to one of the great expressions of human creativity. Learning how to cook is a crucial life skill that enables pupils to feed themselves and others affordably and well, now and in later life. Pupils should be taught to: 
· understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet 
· prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes using a range of cooking techniques

· understand seasonality and know, where and how a variety of ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processed.
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