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YEADON WESTFIELD JUNIOR SCHOOL LOCAL OFFER FOR PUPILS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES (SEND)
At Yeadon Westfield Junior School we believe each child is an individual with their own talents, skills, strengths and areas for development. In line with our Teaching and Learning Policy we aim to help them to grow into confident individuals prepared to chase a challenge, aim high and achieve their very best. At Yeadon Westfield Junior School we have high aspirations and expectations of all of our children and encourage them to soar for success. We have a highly inclusive ethos and work in partnership with children, parents and other agencies to provide the best possible educational outcomes.
All children in our school access quality first teaching. Extra measures are put into place to help those children who need additional or targeted support along their learning journey. All pupils are encouraged to be active, reflective learners and are fully involved in setting their own individual targets, reviewing progress and reflecting on their next steps. Class teachers plan an appropriately differentiated curriculum for all children to ensure high quality teaching and learning.
Partnership with parents / carers is vital and we pride ourselves on working positively and successfully with parents / carers to achieve the very best outcomes for all of our children. In addition to termly Parents Evenings, parents / carers of pupils who need extra support or have additional needs are also invited to attend review meetings of their child’s progress each term. They are also encouraged to engage in supporting learning in different ways, e.g. observing their child’s learning, informal support and discussions with staff.
An appropriate and accessible learning environment is provided within school and the building has been adapted where possible to improve access through the use of additional funding. The school has an access plan and is committed to making school as accessible as possible.
Our staff are trained in both general and specific areas of SEND and have worked alongside other professionals to develop their skills, knowledge and expertise. Support is sought from other agencies where necessary to maximise learning potential, e.g. Speech and Language therapist, Occupational Health Service, CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service), Educational Psychologists, Behaviour Support Workers, etc.
The school’s policies, available on the website, reflect the school’s commitment to inclusion, safety and well-being of all children. These include: Inclusion, Behaviour, Teaching & Learning, Safeguarding / Child Protection, Health and Safety, Access / Disability Plans and Equality.
All SEND provision is overseen and managed by the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) in school and is coordinated by the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCO). The SLT monitor, review and evaluate all SEND provision on a regular basis throughout the year and report to the school governing body on how individual needs are being met and how SEND funding is used.


Staff Roles In Supporting Special Educational Needs and Disabled Pupils
SENDCO: Rebecca Whitaker
SEND Governor: Kath Jennings
Learning Mentor: Rosie Stokey
Designated Staff for Child Protection: Lisa Piotrowicz (Head Teacher/SENDCO), Helen Swallow (Assistant Head Teacher)

What is the Local Offer?
As part of new legislation, The Children and Families Act 2014, schools are required to set out clear information regarding the help and support available to children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and their families.
The local authority’s local offer can be found on Leeds City Council’s website at:
https://leedslocaloffer.org.uk/#!/directory
Below is Yeadon Westfield Juniors Local Offer which outlines how we as a school identify, assess and make provision for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.
What do I do if I think my child may have Special Educational Needs?
Act now and ensure your concerns are heard as soon as possible. Depending on the needs of your child this could be school, GP or your health visitor. Children may have a Special Educational Need relating to:
· Cognitive Development – the ways in which children learn and progress
· Speech, Language and Communication 
· Social / Emotional Development (impacting on behaviour)
· Hearing & Vision
· Physical Health & Development
· Medical Needs
Any of the above can affect the pace and ways in which children learn. Some difficulties may have been apparent before a child starts school and some become more evident as a child moves through school.
If you believe your child’s needs to be educational then the first contact at school would be your child’s class teacher. Appointments can be booked directly with the teacher or via the school office. The class teacher will listen to your concerns and share information about how your child is getting on in class, discuss what is currently in place to help your child and consider whether additional measures may be helpful. The class teacher may feel it is helpful to discuss your child with the SENDCO who may arrange a meeting with the class teacher and / or parents / carers. School will then take the appropriate course of action. This could be: monitoring of progress over a short period of time by the class teacher, inclusion in an intervention group to address specific needs, an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Individual Behaviour Plan (IBP) to address specific learning / behaviour needs or a referral to an external agency.



How will school support my child’s learning?
The best way we can support children with SEND is through quality first teaching. The school sets targets for all children and plans for the teaching and learning required to help each child make the progress of which they are capable. This is the same for children with SEND. Class teachers have responsibility for planning an appropriately differentiated curriculum and overseeing the teaching and learning of all the children in their class to ensure that all abilities and needs are met. The class teacher will work directly with your child at times, and at other times a teaching assistant or other adult may work with your child, under the teacher’s direction.
If more specific support is required then a child will have an IEP (individual education plan) or IBP (individual behaviour plan). These are monitored foremost by the class teacher but also by the SENDCO who maintains a whole school view. IEP/IBPs identify SMART targets for your child to work towards based on their additional need. This may be linked to everyday class work or in some instances your child may take part in a group to help them develop some aspect of their learning, e.g. reading & phonics, mental maths skills, social skills and self-esteem, physical literacy, speech & language group. Groups might be taught by a teacher or teaching assistant who has received appropriate training. Children taking part in these groups are assessed at the beginning and during the programme so it is possible to monitor progress. The group leader and SENDCO liaise regarding the progress of your child and will share this information with you.
If a child has an IEP then extra meetings, in addition to Parents Evenings, are available on a termly basis for parents / carers to meet with the class teacher and SENCO to discuss progress against any targets set and identify next steps. At school, we highly value the relationship between home and school, with staff working closely with parents and carers. It is through these meetings and discussions that the effectiveness of the IEP/IBP is monitored. Assessment data is also closely analysed termly to ensure that all children across school are making appropriate progress.
Sometimes school will seek additional support and advice from outside agencies, such as the Speech and Language Therapy Service. A programme of support by such agencies is often recommended and implemented in school.

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?
The curriculum will be differentiated for your child’s needs and this can take many forms. It may be through level of task, resource or support. Children will be grouped in a variety of ways to support learning and this may include whole class learning, group support or individual support.
Differentiation can take the form of:
· Additional time to complete tasks
· Writing frames to help order and organise work
· Checklists to remind children and aid independence
· Word / spelling mats
· Seating position in class
· Resources and apparatus
· Reward and consequence programmes
· Use of technology
· Support from an additional adult

How will I know how well my child is doing and how will you help me support my child’s learning?
There are opportunities every term, either through parental consultations evenings or written reports, to receive a detailed update on how your child is progressing in school. For those children who have an IEP/IBP, parents will be invited into school to discuss progress with the SENDCO and the class teacher against the IEP/IBP targets once a term. School follow a plan- do – review assess process.
In addition to the more formal, scheduled progress reports there are plenty of opportunities for updates and informal discussions. These could, for example, be via a note or home school diary to the class teacher, a phone call or an informal meeting to see how things are going generally. Staff are always happy to keep you up to date. Sometimes a Home/School book is set up so that school can keep you informed of progress on a regular basis when an aspect of a child’s progress is being intensively monitored.

What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being?
Social, Emotional & Behavioural Development: All class teachers monitor the social / emotional health of the children in their class. If there are any concerns they would discuss this with you, the parent. Measures may be put in place such as social groups / self-esteem groups to encouraged increased confidence and improved friendship groups. The school may also recommend that your child sees the school’s Learning Mentor who will liaise closely with parents. She works individually with children and in groups to help promote emotional health and well-being, thereby reducing any barriers to learning.
The school may recommend a referral to an outside agency when there is perhaps a more significant emotional need identified.
Medical Needs: If a child has medical needs then a Care Plan may be drawn up by health care professionals in consultation with the school nurse, parents and the school. All those who come into contact with the child will be made aware of the child’s needs and the provision that is required.
Child Protection: All staff have received training in Child Protection and will respond appropriately to any safeguarding issues in line with the school policy. The school’s designated staff with responsibilities for Child Protection are Lisa Piotrowicz, Helen Swallow, Rosie Stokey and Alison Jones.

What specialist services and expertise are available or accessed through school?
The school has access to advice and support from a number of agencies with a focus on learning, physical, medical and emotional well-being and development. Specialist targeted support is sought from other agencies where necessary in order to maximise learning potential. This may include:
Speech and Language Service
Occupational Health Service
Educational Psychology Team
CAMHS – Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service
Behaviour Support Workers
Family Outreach Workers
TAMHS – Targeted Mental Health in Schools
SENIT – Special Educational Needs and Inclusion Team
Parents of children who are accessing support from a number of agencies may be offered an Early Help Plan.  This is a means of coordinating the support offered to a child and their family and monitoring the review process for bringing about change.
What training and development is available to staff supporting children with SEND?
Specific aspects of SEND are addressed in staff training meeting so that all staff have an awareness and a range of strategies available to deal with varying SEND. All staff are trained in child protection and are Team Teach (Safe Handling) trained.
Teaching Assistants have accessed a variety of training on supporting children with English and Mathematics difficulties and Speech and Language training. Other training has included areas such as Autistic Spectrum Disorder, Downs Syndrome, behaviour issues and Makaton.
Our Learning Mentor has attended a range of training on supporting emotional well-being including bereavement, working with parents, restorative practice, behaviour and emotional literacy.
School has a good relationship with the outside agencies who work with our children and during their involvement they help to guide and support all staff in implementing suggested programmes and providing for the child’s additional needs.
How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom?
It is always the school’s aim to include all children in school activities including visits, residential trips and school performances. Additional needs are discussed at review meetings and pre-visits and individual risk assessments are undertaken to ensure that wherever possible all children are able to access the activities we offer.
All pupils are encouraged to participate in extra-curricular clubs run by school staff and outside providers if possible.

How accessible is the school?
The school has allocated disabled parking for pupils and parents with disabilities. Access to most of the school is available through the main school office and to the whole school is available through the various external doors around the outside of the school building. There are disabled toilets in the main entrance area and the Year 4/5 cloakroom area. The school has made reasonable adjustments to make school more accessible and inclusive to parents and pupils where possible.



How will the school help my child on transfer to the next phase of education?
For some children, particularly those with SEND, any change in school represents a big transition and needs to be considered carefully. At the end of each school year transition days are arranged where each class gets to meet their new teacher for the following academic year and to learn a little bit about how the new class will work. Extra sessions and meetings can be arranged for those children who may be more worried or hesitant about the change.
Yeadon Westfield Junior School work closely with Yeadon Westfield Infant School to ensure that the transition into Year 3 is as easy as possible. Year 3 staff have visits to the Infant School, including teaching their new class, and the children visit the Junior School too. Parents are invited to attend a New Parents Evening in the summer term before their child arrives in order to familiarise themselves with our school.
The school works closely with the local high schools to ensure a smooth transition for all pupils. In Year 6 targeted children can take place in ‘TAG’ groups at the local high schools. These transition groups provide additional opportunities to visit and participate in a range of different activities in order to get a taster of high school life, to meet other children from different feeder schools and to find out about additional sources of help and support from the school.
Staff at Yeadon Westfield Junior School and the local high schools liaise well in advance so that all relevant information is passed along. Review meetings with high school staff and parents can be arranged and additional visits planned for.

How are the school’s resources / funding allocated and matched to children’s needs?
The SEN budget is allocated each financial year. The money is used to provide resources, staff training and additional staff to work with individuals and groups of pupils depending on where needs are identified throughout the school.
The school is funded on a national formula per pupil. Blocks of £6000 are added to support SEND pupils depending on the number of children who meet the criteria and are on the school’s inclusion register. The school can apply for a ‘top up’ for pupils with more severe needs based on strict criteria, if it is felt that a child’s needs are above that which can be provided through the £6000 block. In these cases school may be guided by advice from outside agencies in terms of the appropriate provision to be made.

How are parents involved in the school and how can I be involved?
In addition to consultation and parent’s evenings, we actively welcome parental involvement in school and particularly in the education of your child. It helps everyone, especially the child, when they know everyone is working together for the same outcomes. Opportunities include:
· Helping in school
· Joining the PTA – new members always welcome
· Responding to school surveys/parent voice events
· Attending curriculum events put on by school throughout the year.
Who can I contact for further information?
Who would be the first point of contact if:
I am considering applying for a school place – Contact the school office.
I wish to discuss something about my child – Contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance, either in person or via the school office. You can also speak to the SENDCO, Miss Whitaker.
I want information about a support service – Contact the SENDCO via the school office.

I want more information about the local authority’s Local Offer – Refer to Leeds City Council website. https://leedslocaloffer.org.uk/#!/directory
Useful policies – see school website
· Inclusion
· Behaviour
· Anti-bullying
· Child Protection
· Equalities
· Attendance
· Admissions
· E-Safety
· Health and Safety
· Parent Concerns / Complaints
We look forward to working with you and your child at Yeadon Westfield Junior School.

Useful Contacts:

Leeds SENDIASS     0113 378 5020
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information Advice and Support Services (SENDIASS) in Leeds.
https://sendiass.leeds.gov.uk/
Aireborough Extended Services - Family Support Service 0113 378 0064
http://www.aireboroughxs.co.uk
image1.jpeg




