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Wednesday 26™ November 2025
Contact: 0113 250 3395 or email offlce@yeadonwesffleld|umorschool co.uk

Dates for your Dlarx

Friday 28™ November CHRISTMAS FAIR 5pm to 7pm - see poster below

Monday 8™ December SANTA DASH orienteering in school

Tuesday 9™ December Christmas Performance - Year 3 and Year 4 at 2pm
and 4pm

Thursday 11™ December Christmas Performance - Year 5 and Year 6 at 2pm
and 4pm

Monday 15™ December Christmas church service at St John's Church

Tuesday 16™ December Y3/Y4 Christmas Party
Wednesday 17" December School Christmas Dinner

Thursday 18™ December ¥5/Y6 Christmas Party

Friday 19™ December Break up for Christmas holidays

Monday 5™ January BACK TO SCHOOL

Thursday 8™ January Rawdon Fire & Rescue Service fire safety talk to Year
5and 6

Friday 13™ February BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM

Monday 23" February TRAINING DAY - school closed to children

Tuesday 24™ February BACK TO SCHOOL

Thursday 2™ April BREAK UP FOR EASTER HOLIDAYS

Monday 20™ April BACK TO SCHOOL



mailto:office@yeadonwestfieldjuniorschool.co.uk

Awards w/e 21.11.25

Owls

Eve R Grace M Evie T Finley M
Max F Mia P Stanley Y Eva-Rose H-K
Rose T Elsie Hamish B Dylan M
Zachary Ada Laila W Toby W

Golden Stars
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John Joe B Mae E Blythe A-K Ru P
Gautham C A Arthur L Niamh C Samuel F
Kyla U Charlie N Archie D Isaac M
Ivy M Lily V Hannah E Oliver W
Maya Noah Rosie T Lacey P
Rose T Harry Max S Oscar D
Delilah Ivy Joseph M Scarlett H
Josh Maria Amber K Connor H

Mrs P's Work of the Week

Outstanding work of the week awards for 21.11.25 goes to -

Lucas Y, Seb, Benjamin H, Jack N, James P, Aidan R, William W,
Lainey S

View the work in the display cabinet under the canopy in the playground.




SCHOOL NEWS

Yeadon Westfield Infant and Junior Schools — Proposed Amalgamation

Over the last 12 months, the governing bodies of Yeadon Westfield Infant School and Yeadon Westfield
Junior School have been considering the long-term sustainability of both schools.

Following significant due diligence and exploration of options, both governing bodies have decided to
consult on a proposal to amalgamate (merge) Yeadon Westfield Infant and Junior Schools into one primary
school (age 3-11) from September 2026.

The fundamental aim of both Governing Bodies is to ensure the long-term delivery of high-quality education
on the Yeadon Westfield site. With Leeds City Council choosing Aireborough as the first area to be
considered under its Area Based Planning approach to future school place planning, we believe that this is
now an appropriate and timely opportunity to put forward our two schools’ proposal in partnership.

Under our proposals:

Yeadon Westfield Primary School would be created as a one form entry single primary school, catering for
children aged 3 to 11, from September 2026 subject to approval by Leeds City Council.

In practice this would mean extending the age range of the Infant School to include Key Stage 2 pupils (years
3, 4, 5 and 6), and closing the Junior School as a separate body. However, as all teaching staff would be
retained in the first instance and the Junior School building would continue to be used, the initial years of
amalgamation would feel very much the same as it does now to existing pupils.

All current pupils in the Infant and Junior Schools would have a place in the new school. There would be no
need for infant children to apply for a place in the Junior School.

Children who have applied for places at the Infant School will be offered a place at the primary school.

o The new school would have a single head teacher and one business manager as part of a
restructured senior leadership team.

. All teaching, support and ancillary staff would have roles in the new school.

o The Infant School’s governors would form the new primary school’s governing body. We would look
for all opportunities for the Junior School’s governors to join the new governing body.




. Both school buildings would be used for teaching for the first few years, before all children
move into the Junior School building as a one form entry primary school by September 2029. Both
governing bodies are currently considering use of the infant building from that date. Under the law,
school buildings must be retained for education purposes for eight years.

. The nursery would become part of the primary school, with some alterations to the junior
school to be made to accommodate this.

Key benefits:

. With lower numbers of pupils in the area, both schools continue to face challenging budget
positions which is putting the sustainability of both settings at risk. An amalgamated Yeadon
Westfield Primary School would offer greater financial security for the school, providing stability for
pupils, staff and the local community.

. In the initial years of an amalgamation, we would not see significant changes to staffing,
building and pupil structures. A single primary school would also enable the Governing Body and
Senior Leaders to plan strategically for a long-term financially secure school.

o In a climate of falling rolls and rising budget deficits, the Governors and Senior Leaders of
both Yeadon Westfield Infant and Westfield Junior Schools believe that a Yeadon Westfield Primary
School is the most realistic way of securing the continuation of the Yeadon Westfield site and name
as the provider of education in the area.

o Both schools were rated as ‘good’ during their most recent Ofsted inspections, and by
forming a single primary school we can provide a more consistent approach to teaching and
learning. This offers greater continuity of learning and consistency in assessment of pupils’ progress
and attainment, including vulnerable pupils and those with special educational needs and
disabilities.

o Bringing the schools together would support even better tracking of pupils, allowing staff to
identify pupils who would benefit from interventions as early as possible.

o Specific expertise and resources could be shared across age ranges so that pupils working
outside their own age range could benefit.

o Consistent policies and procedures through pupils’ primary learning. This includes how
children with special needs and disabilities are supported, school uniform, arrangements for open
evening and school events, and school closure days.

. Longer-term relationships established across the school community.

. Although infant pupils transition to the Junior School successfully, research shows that
reducing the number moves that the children make helps them to perform better.

. A condensed leadership and management team would offer greater overview to make the
best decisions for the school as a whole, with resources being shared more effectively.

. Greater opportunities to develop staff’s expertise and experience across a wider age range,
alongside sharing best practice and knowledge across the whole school.

. School inspectors would be aided in making more accurate judgements about the education
children receive across ‘the whole picture’.




Why are you proposing this now?

Both the Infant and Junior School governing bodies have been jointly considering amalgamating for
some time in order to secure education provision on the sites over the long-term.

Neither school is currently full and falling birth rates in the area are impacting both schools, creating
financial pressures and increased costs which are issues affecting schools locally and nationally.
Smaller schools can be disproportionately affected by budget pressures as they have a high
proportion of fixed central and staffing costs.

As you may be aware, Leeds City Council is introducing an Area Based Planning approach to support
future school place planning, to address these challenges by working together with schools to
develop solutions which benefit communities. The Aireborough area is the first area to be
considered under this approach.

We are sharing our well-considered proposal now to support an overall solution for the wider
Aireborough area, which has been considered and shaped by both schools in partnership, as an
opportunity to retain primary education on the existing site and to continually improve the
education experience for children within our school community.

Why are you proposing to close the Junior School but retain the Junior School building in the long-
term?

The Junior School site is preferred as it is a larger site with more play space and sports facilities. The
intention is to use both sites from 2026 onwards with a view to accommodating all pupils from the
Infant School on the Junior School site from 2029 with some internal adaptations and changes to
outdoor space.

Both schools have a deficit budget, however the Junior School has the larger of the two schools.
What other options have been considered?

No change / remain as two schools — Remaining as two schools would not address the issue of falling
pupil numbers, and the consequential impact on the school community and the budgets of each
school. In smaller schools such as ours, this generally leads to heavier workloads on staff as there are
fewer available to share responsibilities. The governing bodies believe that this option would leave
both schools vulnerable to potential closure should falling rolls and financial challenges continue in
the Aireborough Planning Area.

A federation — Federations operate as two or more maintained schools under a single governing
body. Similar to remaining as two schools, this would not resolve the challenges of falling pupil
numbers and consequentially smaller budgets, alongside the costs of running two school buildings
compared to a single building in the long-term.

Closing both schools and opening a new school — Both schools are rated as ‘good’ so would not meet
the criteria required to close them.

Next steps

An amalgamation has to follow a statutory consultation process. This initial consultation will help
Governors decide whether to move to the next more formal statutory consultation stage. The final




decision about whether the schools amalgamate would be made by Leeds City Council’s Executive
Board.

How do | respond to this consultation?

You can state whether you support this proposed amalgamation or not by completing the
consultation response form online. Please click on the link below;

https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/yeadonwestfieldlJ25/

Consultation meetings for parents and carers and the community on the proposal will be held at
2.00pm on Monday 1st December 2025 at Yeadon Westfield Infant School and at 6.00pm on
Thursday 4th December 2025 at Yeadon Westfield Junior School. Parents and carers of children at
both schools can attend either meeting.

This will be an opportunity to seek any further clarifications on the proposal.

In the meantime, if you have any other questions regarding this proposal, please contact:
the Infant School on 0113 2505449 or email admin@westfieldinfants.co.uk

the Junior School on 0113 2503395 or email office@westfieldjuniorschool.co.uk
Translating this document and other formats

If you would like this document in another format such as large print, please contact us and we will
do our best to help.

If you do not speak English and need help understanding this document, you or a friend can
telephone 0113 3785945. We will then contact an interpreter. There is no charge to you for this
service.



https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/yeadonwestfieldIJ25/
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Get Into Guitar are an award-winning organisation who provide
inspiring electric/acoustic guitar lessons using a carefully
planned child centred curriculum (All instruments are provided
by us). With over 10 years of experience they teach music that
children are interested in at a level that fits each child’s ability
and experience. This includes the use of interactive guitar
software, playing performances, individual competitions with
great prizes and Battle of the Bands’ music video productions.
Please follow the link below for more information and how to
sign up.

https://onlylinks.cc/GVHp

A BIG THANK you to everyone who contributed to the Children
In Need Non-Uniform Day. The children all looked marvellous as
usual and on the Justgiving Page we raised a very respectable
£101 for all those good causes.
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